COME 310:
Race / Ethnicity and Media
Winter 2019
Professor
Valerie Kretz, Ph.D.
Boyle Hall 352

Phone: 920-403-2906
Getting in touch with Dr. Kretz:

There are lots of ways to contact me during this online course. You can private message me in
Moodle, chat with me in Google Hangouts, or e-mail me at Valerie.Kretz@snc.edu. I’'m happy to
set up a video chat with you too!

Please note that while deadlines are set to 11:59 p.m. to give you maximum flexibility, | may
not respond after 9:00 p.m.

Course Description

This course will focus on the social construction of race and ethnicity. Specifically, it will help you
understand: how different racial and ethnic groups are represented in media, who is producing these
representations, and how such representations are consumed by media users with what effects. More
specifically, the goals of this course are to:

* understand the ways race and ethnicity are represented in media, how race relates to media
production and power, and patterns of media consumption

* identify some of the theoretical mechanisms by which media use impacts users’ conceptions
of race and ethnicity and related research findings

* reflect on one’s own race/ethnicity and media use

* discuss and write about particular examples of race/ethnicity and media

* conduct secondary research and use sources appropriately

Core Curriculum

This course fulfills the Difference & Diversity and Advanced requirements of the Core Curriculum (C-DD)
and is designed to meet the two Core Curriculum program learning objectives listed below.

1) The acquisition of intellectual and cognitive skills, which includes:

* The desire and ability to question, to pursue truth, and to be life-long learners

¢ Oral and written communication

* Capacity for quantitative thought and expression

¢ (Critical analysis, interpretation, synthesis and integration using the methods of the humanities,
natural sciences, social sciences, and visual and performing arts

* Understanding the integrative approach of the Catholic intellectual tradition



2) Understanding the world and one’s place in it, which includes:

* The natural world, its relationship to human activity, and stewardship of the environment

* Human nature, human relationships, and society

* The commonality, diversity, and continuity of human experience and culture

* The influence of religious heritages

* Personal and social responsibility, social justice, service, pluralism, and the tradition of peace
and reconciliation

Required Materials
There is no textbook for this course. All required materials will be available through the course website.
The Online Format

This course will meet exclusively online. Here are some things you should know about taking an online
course in the winter term. Foremost, this course is accelerated. There are approximately 15 weeks in a
fall/spring semester, and there are 13 days in this winter course. Thus, each day of our semester
corresponds to about a week’s worth of material in a typical term. Classes that meet on campus during
January do so every weekday for three hours each day, and students are also expected to complete
readings and assignments outside of class. In this online course you are expected to complete a
comparable amount of work.

You will also need daily access to a fast internet connection. How fast? It’s hard to say, but you’ll need to
be able to stream videos and create content online. It will also be difficult to complete the course work
without a computer or tablet.

There are some significant benefits to the online format too! First, this online course will provide you
with more flexibility than a seated course. You may complete your work at whatever time you like
provided you submit it by the deadline. Given that there are many due dates to juggle, | have created a
course calendar to help you stay on track. Another positive aspect to the online setting is that it affords
a lot of variety. The learning activities that we’ll do take many forms from watching videos and
discussing to completing a project and creating an infographic. Finally, the topic we’ll be discussing (race
and ethnicity) can be a challenging one to talk about. In this online format, you will never be put on the
spot. You will always have time to carefully construct messages on course topics.

Assignments & Grading

Course Work

The course work for COME 310 includes regular assignments, small quizzes, and a larger project at the
end of each of three units. Details on all assignments, including instructions, deadlines, and grading
rubrics, will be available in the course website and grades will be kept up to date there.

Due Dates

Late assignments will not be accepted without prior approval or a documented reason for the missed
deadline. Major projects turned in late will be penalized 10% per day. If you are struggling, do not
hesitate to contact me. It is always best to address an issue as soon as it arises.



Semester Grading Scale
A 93% — 100%

AB  88%—92%

B 82% —87%

BC 78%-81%

C 73% —77%

CD 68%—-72%

D 63% —67%

F 0% — 62%

Communication

It is important that our online classroom is a space where we maintain a positive and dynamic learning
environment. To that end, respect your fellow classmates and read their posts carefully. Recognize that
derogatory comments regarding race, ethnic background, sex, gender, religion, age, sexual orientation,
ability or disability, or other individual differences are not appropriate. While constructive criticism is
useful, use it to encourage your classmate’s learning, not to bring them down. Feel free to pose
guestions to the instructor and each other.

Accommodations

In keeping with the St. Norbert College mission to help students develop their full potential, and in
compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, the College provides supportive services to
students with disabilities. For inquiries and further details, please visit the Academic Support Services
Office located in Todd Wehr Hall Room 211 or contact Corey Ciesielczyk, Director of Academic Support
Services (403-3874), or visit the website snc.edu/academicsupport/accommodation/.

Academic Integrity

In this course, all students are expected to adhere to the College's academic policies regarding academic
integrity (please refer to the "St. Norbert College Academic Honor Code” listed in The Citizen, or see the
Honor Code website for the text of the Honor Code process, procedures and penalties). For further
details - or if you have any questions, see the link for The Citizen on the judicial affairs website:
snc.edu/judicialaffairs or contact the Honor Code Facilitator at x3047 or the Associate Academic Dean’s
Office at x4044.




