ENGL 308 A Poetry Workshop
Boyle 102
TTh 10:00-11:30
Prof. Laurie MacDiarmid

Office: Boyle 325 Office Phone: 920-403-3498

Email: Laurie.MacDiarmid@snc.edu Office Hours: Monday 10-11 am and by appointment

Course Goals

e Practice elements of poetic construction such as vivid imagery and detail, figurative language, voice, persona,
meter and rhyme, line breaks, free verse and traditional form
Develop your poetry reading skills and critical vocabulary
Learn a writing process: create drafts, meet deadlines, engage in constructive criticism of your work in progress,
revise, and polish
Increase wells of creativity and inspiration
Come together as a group of writers (a workshop!) determined to help each other invent and revise compelling
work
Create a portfolio of 5-7 polished poems and a statement of poetic purpose for public consumption
Become passionate advocates for poetry’s beauty and cultural value
Have fun

Required Texts and Materials
The Poet’s Companion, Kim Addonizio and Dorianne Laux. Norton, 1997. 0-393-31654-8
The Course Folder
A sense of adventure, enthusiasm and curiosity

A Word or Two About This Workshop

It's not my intent to flog you all into becoming the next Poet Laureate of the United States. Instead, I'd like to help you
achieve your own goals as creative writers and thinkers, guiding you toward a mindful and enjoyable relationship with
language and literature. As your writing coach, | will ask you to practice a variety of exercises and engage in a range of
experiences designed to tap into your imagination and spark your writing discipline. Your “grade” in the course will be
determined by your enthusiastic participation in all of our discussions, writing exercises, workshops, and activities, and
your willingness to practice your poetry and writing regularly.

Assignments

Writer's Pages (10 points each)

Instead of keeping the traditional writer’'s notebook, you will submit 1-2 pages of “writing” to me more or less every week.

You can determine what you want to do in these pages, but here are some suggestions:
e write loose journal entries,

try exercises from The Poet’s Companion that | haven’t assigned,

create involved descriptions of people, places or things,

list stunning details or images,

elaborate on in-class writings or exercises,

jot down beginnings of poems,

try some creative nonfiction or memaoir,

respond to the assigned readings or class discussions,

meditate on ideas raised for you during your writing process,



https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/16EG0ODqx0HG-vk2cdqs-aTOU6SNhE4oh?usp=sharing

e ruminate on poetry or writing in general,
e capture vignettes, anecdotes, or other evocative explorations.

Whatever you do, you will earn the full points for each of these pages as long as you submit them on time. New Writer’s
Page entries are due by 9 AM on Thursdays.

10 First Draft Poems (20 points each)

You will compose 10 first draft poems and share some of these with classmates. | will respond to each poem, offering
suggestions for revision. If you submit the draft poem on time, and you have practiced the techniques we are studying,
you will earn full points for each draft poem.

Share these poems with me and classmates in the appropriate folder on our course Google folder (as a document —
please don’t share a PDF) by 9:00 AM on the due date.

2 Revised Poems (30 points each)

You will revise and share two poems at the end of the semester. | will evaluate these revisions for their 1. attention to
suggestions for revision, 2. attention to detail and form, and 3. evidence of careful review/revision. Share these by 9:00
AM on the due date.

Final Portfolio (250 points)

As a culmination of the class, you will turn in 5-7 revised poems and one brief statement (1-2 pages) of poetic purpose. In
this statement (which can be as formal or informal as you wish -- just address your readers directly in it), | want you to
consider your answer to these questions:

e What kind of poetry do you like to read and write?

e Who are you writing for (who do you imagine addressing with your poetry)?

e What would you like to make happen with your poetry?
The portfolio is due by 4:15 on Tuesday, May 7 in the course folder. | will evaluate your portfolios holistically (we will
create a rubric together), taking into account your progress as a writer over the semester, the quality of your revisions,
and the concrete nature of your statement of poetic purpose.

Course Policies

Course Breakdown

Writer's Pages 150 points
First Draft Poems 200 points
2 Revised Poems 60 points
Attendance 40 points
Portfolio 250 points

700 points total

A =93-100%; AB = 90-92%; B = 83-89%; BC = 80-82%; C = 73-79%; CD = 70-72%; D = 60-69%; F = 0-59%.




Substantial Penalties for Late Work and Missed Workshops!

Draft poems and revised poems are due by 9:00 AM on the due dates. Writer’s Pages are due on Thursdays by
9:00 AM. | will deduct 2 points per 24 hours for late work. If you are scheduled to share a draft poem and you do not
submit it on time, 1) we will not discuss your work, 2) you will be penalized 2 points per 24 hours for late work, and 3) you
will be penalized 5 points for missing workshop.

Late portfolios will be penalized 20 points per 24 hours and WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED AFTER 5 PM ON FRIDAY, MAY
10. You will not pass the course if you do not submit a portfolio.

Attendance
Keep up with assignments and due dates, attend class regularly and on time, and arrive prepared to participate. It's
especially important that you speak during workshops and treat fellow writers with interest and respect.

You may miss 2 class meetings without penalty (as long as you are not scheduled to share your work). However,
subsequent absences will cost you 10 points each.

Note: If you feel that your absences should be excused for medical or academic reasons (such as an official college
related conference or sporting event), please see me as soon as possible to discuss the matter. Excused absences must
be determined through conference and mutual agreement.

Manuscript Preparation
Your draft poems, revised poems and portfolios should be shared as Google Documents on our course folder.

Work may be single or double-spaced. Use a readable font in 10 or 12 point. Type your name and the date in the upper
left-hand corner of the first page of each poem and save your file with your last name and the poem draft number.

Academic and Artistic Integrity

In this course, all students are expected to adhere to the College's academic policies regarding academic integrity (please
refer to the "St. Norbert College Academic Honor Code” listed in The Citizen, or see the Honor Code website for the text
of the Honor Code process, procedures and penalties). For further details - or if you have any questions, see the link for
The Citizen on the judicial affairs website: www.snc.edu/judicialaffairs or contact the Honor Code Facilitator at x3047 or
the Associate Academic Dean’s Office at x4044.

Americans with Disabilities Act

In keeping with the St. Norbert College mission to help students develop their full potential, and in compliance with the
Americans with Disabilities Act, the College provides supportive services to students with disabilities. For enquiries and
further details, please visit the Academic Support Services Office located in Todd Wehr Hall Room 211,
www.snc.edu/academicsupport/disabilities.html.

English Majors and Potential English Majors
Keep your portfolio so that you can include 3-5 poems from the course in your English Major Portfolio.
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